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For Steps, Landings, Pavings, &c. 



ITS VIRTUES. 
CRUSHING STRAIN : | ABSORpT , ON : 
17.106 b. per cubic mcK. | 02 per cent. 

2.200 tons per cubic fool. ' 

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS: 
Silica 9783 

Alumina, or Oxide of Iron - - 117 



DURABLE. NON-SLIPPERY. RELIABLE. 
PERFECT FOOTWAY PAVING 

Unrivalled for Steps and Landings. 

QUALITY GUARANTEED. 



THE HIGHEST FORM OF STONE KNOWN. 



THE "SILEX" STONE. 




" SILEX" STEPS, LANDINGS, ETC. SUPPLIED THROUGHOUT. 



To ARCHITECTS, 
SURVEYORS and 
ENGINEERS. 

To meet the many complaints of professional 
gentlemen that the usual specification of " Hard York 
Stone " does not adequately describe the particular quality 
of stone they desire to obtain, there being so many 
varieties of York stone included under the heading 
"hard," none of which came up to the standard of 
hardness and durability so essential in staircases and 
paving, we adopted the name " Silex " many years ago, 
as a distinguishing term, by specifying which architects 
and surveyors might know they were obtaining the very 
best stone for their purpose. 

The "Silex" Stone is a durable, reliable, non- 
slippery stone, especially suitable for Steps, Landings and 
Pavings, and of such a nature as to be susceptible of a 
very fine finish, and, when fixed, of a handsome 
appearance, qualities always sought for but never obtained 
in any " Hard York" except the " Silex " Stone. 

The " Silex" Stone is obtained from the very lowest 
beds of stone at Pearson Brow, Hipperholme, near 
Halifax. The seams lie about 80 feet below the surface, 
and belong to a lower formation than the ordinary strata of 
Hard York stone. This is proved by their extraordinary 
solidity, an idea of which may be gained by the fact that 
a test at Kirkcaldys of samples taken from the " Silex " 
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seam gives the crushing strain at I7,l0ti Ibv per 
iquare inch, <>r 2,200 i*>ns per <ubn foot, and 
per cent. 

I o reduce to a mini n • oal khi ivorkmf 

material, and to enable ui »■> put n on the rifatiet it ■> 
price, \s'' If.iv<- availed ou^aelve "I the mod 
recenl invenhom in rtone working machinery m all the 
ration "I quarrying, hoisting, p<>h ' 
him ry i adapted "i i ipabt ol . ■ 

To thoae unfamibai with quarrying operations the 
following partkulari "I working will I"- "I inl 

There an- two methodi ol working the Kama open 
( uttmg and tinning the Brat being moal gi m rail) adopti d 
The whole superincumbent ma 

ii removed, until the " Silea " amm ol i i laid ban 

BO io 90 feet be) m tht 

In mining. ■ ihafl ii nmk to the required depth, and 
headings Ix-ing driven from thence in daferenl 
the stone is brought on trolleys to the bottom ol the shall 
and hoiated to th 

The much admired pohah oa "S 
t.i the great denaity and extraordinary bardi 
stone, and is obtained by rubbing by means <>l Polishing 
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Mills, each about 30 feet in diameter. A number of 
stones to surface are laid face upward on the bed, and 
upon these other stones are laid face downward, and the 
latter being secured to a revolving arm, the revolutions are 
continued with an abundant supply of grit and water until 
the desired result is obtained. A number of these mills 
are in operation, sufficient to ensure the largest orders 
being promptly executed, and we are in a position to 
supply expeditiously any quantity of worked stone. 

On the following pages we show illustrations of a 
few of the important Government and Public Buildings 
erected recently, in which " Silex " Stone has been 
adopted for the staircases, &c, throughout. After tests 
extending over many years, it has been conclusively proved 
that "Silex" Stone has no equal as regards durability, 
wearing properties, beautiful appearance, and the absolute 
non-slippery surface it always presents. From practical 
experience it has been demonstrated that " Silex " Steps 
and Landings used in Public Offices, Post Offices, &c, 
where the traffic is of the heaviest nature, shew less than 
'/ieth of an inch wear in 12 years' time. Facts such 
as this will appeal directly to all Architects who are 
desirous of obtaining the very best work, and who are 
anxious to prevent the unsightly defects of steps worn 
hollow and patched or veneered to present a level tread. 
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The stones to be polished are laid face upward on the 
of the mill ; on these, with the faces down, are laid other st 
which are attached to cross-beams by means of chains. T 
are set in revolution and continue to revolve until the requ 
polish is obtained by means of a supply of grit and water. 
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"SILEX" STEPS, LANDINGS. ETC, SUPPLIED THROUGHOUT 



THE "SILEX" STONE. 

I Buildings in which "Silex" Stone has been used 
LONDON : 
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• SILEX" STEPS, LANDINGS ETC., 1 HROLGHOUT. 
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S|| EX" STI PS I ENDINGS I H 51 PPLIED IIII«h CHOI I 
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lit ..I Building! .., which "SiUa" Stone hai been used 
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"SILE.X" STEPS, LANDINGS, ETC., 1IIKOLCHOLI 



lilt >ll I \ 



I .-i «l IW.W * 






I'HE "SILEX" STONt 




"SILEX" STONE STEPS, FLAGS. ETC 
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FOR PAYING, ETC. 



THE "SILEX" STONE. 



" Silex " Stone has been used for paving purposes 
in all the principal towns in the country ; amongst 
many others, the following streets or districts are a few 
where it is in use. 



LONDON • 

..— Strand to Holborn 



Lambeth.— Aw. principal thoroughfan 
London County Council.— Blackwal 
Isle of Dogs.— The Swing Bridge. 



Westminster.— Roman Catholic Cathedral. 

In Whitehall and other streets. 
Wandsworth.— Many of the principal thoroughfa 
Hampsteai).— Council Works. 
LONDON County Council.— Blackball Tunnel. 
Poplar.— Council Improvements, 

Etc., etc. 
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"SILEX" STONE PAVEMENTS. 
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" SILEX" PAVEMENT. 



THE "SILEX" STONE. 



Harlevfokd Road, I. a 




"SILEX" PAVEMENT. 
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" SILEX " Steps, Landings, &c, supplied throughoi 



